Sackville High School Skilled Trades Education 
(http://www.ednet.ns.ca/skilledtrades/)
As the economy of the province grows, so, too, will additional demand for skilled workers.
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Nova Scotia's skilled trades sector is one of the highest job opportunity sectors that this province has to offer. Recognizing the importance of this option for our students, the Department of Education developed a suite of courses focused on the skilled trades. These courses promote career exploration and skill development in the trades, and cater to a wide variety of learning styles.

Skilled Trades courses are the starting point for Nova Scotia high school students who want to explore the skilled trades as a possible career option.  These courses are based on curricula that immerse students in the realities of skilled trades work.  They were designed by high school teachers and experienced trades educators from the Nova Scotia Community College in consultation with industry representatives.  

Skilled Trades courses provide a mixture of theoretical and practical workplace activities.  Students spend approximately 80% of their time completing actual trades tasks and projects using the basic tools of industry professionals.  Skilled Trades courses currently comprise Skilled Trades 10, Construction Trades 11, Transportation Trades 11, and Skilled Trades 12 Co-op. Manufacturing Trades 11 and Culinary Arts 11 are being considered for development.
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Skilled Trades courses are designed to be taught by certified journeypersons.  As the result of an agreement between the Nova Scotia Departments of Education and Labour and Advanced Education, students receive apprenticeship hours, upon registration, based on the actual time in class while under the supervision of a certified journeyperson teacher.

Skilled Trades 10 was introduced in February 2009 with 131 students.  It is anticipated that, by the end of the 2011−2012 school year, over 1,600 students will have taken Skilled Trades courses. Many of these students will pursue work in a trade either through direct entry into the workforce or after completing other post-secondary options.

Whether students move into a skilled trades occupation or not, they will have acquired transferable skills that will serve them throughout their lives. 

Course Pathways
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Skilled Trades courses begin with the prerequisite Skilled Trades 10. In the Skilled Trades Centre, a safe, appropriate learning environment, this course gives the students a general over-view of the 65 designated trades, what is required to work as a tradesperson, what the working conditions are, and the use of basic hand tools. It is through the use of hand tools that students build  motive and hand-eye co-ordination, and balance.

Construction Trades 11 and Transportation Trades 11 are sector-specifc. This means that the students narrow their focus on six to eight trades in a sector.

Students further prepare themselves for either direct entry into the workforce or additional post secondary studies by performing the work of one trade in Skilled Trades 12 Co-op. Working directly with a certified journeyperson in the trade helps the student to distill his or her learning and apply those skills on the job!

The fact that there are potentially such strong ties between Skilled Trades Education and the skilled trades workplace makes these very demanding courses.  Students must be capable of obeying safety regulations, following instructions, and confronting the challenges of working with real tools and real materials to complete real tasks on schedule.  To a much greater degree than in traditional courses, students in Skilled Trades courses need to roll up their sleeves and take responsibility for their own learning. 

Skilled Trades 12 Co-op

What is Skilled Trades 12- Co-op? 

· [image: image4.jpg]


Skilled Trades 12 Co-op, which is based on the Co-operative education program, is the most focused of Skilled Trades courses.

· While in a Skilled Trades 12 Co-op placement, students work in one trade with a certified journeyperson.

· Co-operative education is a program that allows students to earn high school credits through completing an experiential work placement in the community.

· Co-operative education placements are arranged by the school and comply with Nova Scotia Department of Education policy and guidelines.

· Co-operative education allows students to participate in educational and career planning that helps prepare the student for the next pathway in his/her life.

· The co-operative education course consists of an in-school component and a placement component. The classroom component includes a 25-hour minimum of pre-placement instruction, which focuses on career development, workplace readiness, and workplace health and safety.  Classroom sessions are also held during and after the placement to provide opportunities for students to reflect on their learning.

· A student’s co-op program consists of the co-operative education course, which is monitored by a cooperative education teacher. Every student in a co-op program must have a learning agreement and a learning assessment and evaluation plan.
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1. Name:

2. Grade  and  Academic Average:

3. What career are you planning to pursue after grade 12? 

4.  What makes you interested in this area?

5. Why you are interested in the Skills Trades program?
6.  Why would you be a good candidate?

7. Provide us with the names and numbers of one school reference and one community reference.
School Reference Name:     





Number:
Community Reference Name:





Number:
_____________________________________________

Student Signature

_____________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

